Hoffmann excelling at AAA
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NEW ULM - To say that Jamie Hoffmann has been making life miserable for pitchers in the Pacific Coast League lately might be an understatement.

In Hoffmann's last 10 games with the AAA Albuquerque Isotopes, he is hitting .425 and is riding a nine-game hitting streak.

In that stretch, he has had three, three-hit games and two, two-hit games.

Right now, he is hitting .320 with 10 doubles, one triple, two home runs along with 19 RBIs.

While he is on that hitting streak, he said Friday from Colorado Springs that he played in snow and he also got his first walk of the season after 128 at-bats.

He said that he had been slumping earlier in the season but worked through the slump.

"I made some swing adjustments," he said. "And sometimes it takes a little time for that to feel natural. I have been pretty patient at the plate even though I have not walked a whole lot.

"I am seeing pitches a lot better and am putting more consistent swings on balls which helps."

Hoffmann said that when he was in the New York Yankees' spring training camp, they did not make changes.

"They just wanted me to relax at the plate," Hoffmann said. "But when I came back to the Dodgers, I changed the angle of my swing and that is the first time that I have tried to make that change. I feel good with it so far - it is working out for me."

He said that his early season slump was hard.

"I would get my hits but I did not feel real well," Hoffmann said. "My strikeouts are pretty high right now [24 in the 128 plate appearances.] In the past I have not struck out too many times. But I am feeling good right now and am happy that I went through that slump. Maybe it was a blessing in disguise. I feel better than ever now."

He said that it is harder mentally to break out of a hitting slump.

"You get beat down mentally game after game and never really feel comfortable," he said. "It is tough to keep coming back but that is the only chance that you have."

He said that he had to trust himself and his ability to get back on track at the plate.

"You have to have faith that eventually you will hit and break out of the slump," he said. "You really need to relax as much as possible."

Changing his bat angle was also big.

"I had more of a hockey slap shot swing was how some of the guys described it," added Hoffmann. "I kind of dropped my bat barrel a little bit. Now I am trying to keep that bat barrel high and above the ball. Stay short to the ball. That has allowed me to get to a lot more pitches more consistently."

There is an adage in baseball that when a hitter gets hot, the pitches appear to look as big as a basketball.

Hoffmann, a former hockey player, does not quite agree with that.

"Even when you are hitting the ball real well, the pitcher that you are facing is throwing pretty hard," Hoffmann said. "The ball does not look that big. But I would just say that it is more of a feeling of calm at the plate - when you are hitting the ball well, you feel that there is nothing that that pitcher can do to get you out. It is only going to be yourself that is going to get you out. That is the kind of confidence that you have going to the plate."

While Hoffmann is having success this season, so is his team.

Albuquerque is two games back of Oklahoma City in the PCL American Division

"We had a rough road trip in Memphis where we lost three of four games," he said. "But other than that, we have either won every series or tied it. It is a little bit of a battle finding out where everyone fits in and how things are working. We have a great team here - a great offense - and I think we'll do well, We had a little bit of growing pains."

One of the growing pains that Hoffmann experienced this spring was going from the Yankees back to the Dodgers after New York had picked him No. 1 overall in the Rule 5 draft.

"Anytime that you encounter something like that that you have not had happen before, it is tough," he said. "It is a learning experience and that is what you have to take out of it.

"I have relaxed and taken the good out of it so hopefully in the end, it can make me better."

Right now, Hoffmann is not on the Dodgers' roster which means that, depending on how things shake out, he could be eligible for this season's Rule 5 draft again.

